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CAUSE & EFFECT: 
The Interconnection of Social 
Issues and Domestic Violence

One in three women will experience domestic violence (DV) in her lifetime. DV does not occur in 
isolation; pathways exist to and from a whole spectrum of social issues. Individuals, families and 
communities experience these issues as deeply entwined and simultaneous, which calls for an 
integrated approach to addressing DV. The graphic below depicts three pathways from a much 
broader set of social issues.
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Broader structural factors, such as discriminatory policies and cultural norms, shape the expression 
of these social issues and their relationship with DV. This results in disparities and inequities based 
on race, ethnicity, geography, socio-economic status, sexual identity, among many others. It's time 
for leaders from multiple sectors to look at the whole picture and work together to 
develop bold response strategies that account for the complexity and scale of the issues.

DV ruins 
credit and rental 

histories

Made possible with support from 
Blue Shield of California Foundation.



REFERENCES

1.	 Breiding, M.J., Chen J., & Black, M.C. Intimate Partner Violence in the United States — 2010. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2014.  
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cdc_nisvs_ipv_report_2013_v17_single_a.pdf

2.	 El-Bassel, N., et al. Relationship Between Drug Abuse and Intimate Partner Violence: A Longitudinal Study Among Women Receiving Methadone. American Journal 
of Public Health, March 2005. 95(3): 465-470.

3.	 John Snow, Inc. The Impact of Domestic Violence on Health, 2017. https://www.jsi.com/JSIInternet/Inc/Common/_download_pub.cfm?id=17282&lid=3

4.	 National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Facts about Domestic Violence and Economic Abuse. Accessed June 2018.  
www.speakcdn.com/assets/2497/domestic_violence_and_economic_abuse_ncadv.pdf

5.	 Ponic, P., et al. Moving = Leaving: Housing Patterns of Women Who Have Left an Abusive Partner. Violence Against Women Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
Accessed July 2018.  http://resources.cpha.ca/CPHA/Conf/Data/2010/A10-130e.pdf

6.	 Renzetti, C. Economic Stress and Domestic Violence. VAWnet: The National Online Resource Center on Violence Against Women, September 2009.  
https://vawnet.org/material/economic-stress-and-domestic-violence

7.	 Renzulli, K.A. Money Fears Keep Women in Abusive Relationships. Here’s How to Change That. Money, September 10, 2014. Accessed July 2018.  
http://www.time.com/money/3312968/whyistayed-prepare-financially-leave-abusive-relationship/

8.	 Ridley, E., et al. Domestic Violence Survivors At Work: How Perpetrators Impact Employment. Maine Department of Labor & Family Crisis Services, October 2005. 
http://mainegov-images.informe.org/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf

9.	 Rivera, E. A., et al. The Relationship between Intimate Partner Violence and Substance Use: An Applied Research Paper. National Center on Domestic Violence, 
Trauma & Mental Health, 2015. http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IPV-SAB-Final202.29.1620NO20LOGO-1.pdf

10.	 Soper, R. Intimate Partner Violence and Co-Occurring Substance Abuse/Addiction. American Society of Addiction Medicine, October 2014.  
http://www.asam.org/resources/publications/magazine/read/article/2014/10/06/intimate-partner-violence-and-co-occurring-substance-abuse-addiction

11.	 The Mary Kay Foundation. 2012 Truth About Abuse Survey Report, 2012. http://content2.marykayintouch.com/public/PWS_US/PDFs/company/2012Survey.pdf

12.	 The National Domestic Violence Hotline. Why Don’t They Just Leave? Accessed July 2018.  
http://thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/why-do-people-stay-in-abusive-relationships/

13.	 Warshaw, C., et al. Mental Health and Substance Use Coercion Surveys: Report from the National Center on Domestic Violence, Trauma & Mental Health and the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline. National Center on Domestic Violence, Trauma & Mental Health and the National Domestic Violence Hotline, March 2014.  
http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NCDVTMH_NDVH_MHSUCoercionSurveyReport_2014-2.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cdc_nisvs_ipv_report_2013_v17_single_a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cdc_nisvs_ipv_report_2013_v17_single_a.pdf
https://www.jsi.com/JSIInternet/Inc/Common/_download_pub.cfm?id=17282&lid=3
http://www.speakcdn.com/assets/2497/domestic_violence_and_economic_abuse_ncadv.pdf
http://www.speakcdn.com/assets/2497/domestic_violence_and_economic_abuse_ncadv.pdf
http://resources.cpha.ca/CPHA/Conf/Data/2010/A10-130e.pdf
https://vawnet.org/material/economic-stress-and-domestic-violence
https://vawnet.org/material/economic-stress-and-domestic-violence
http://time.com/money/3312968/whyistayed-prepare-financially-leave-abusive-relationship/
http://time.com/money/3312968/whyistayed-prepare-financially-leave-abusive-relationship/
http://mainegov-images.informe.org/labor/labor_stats/publications/dvreports/survivorstudy.pdf
http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/IPV-SAB-Final202.29.1620NO20LOGO-1.pdf
http://www.asam.org/resources/publications/magazine/read/article/2014/10/06/intimate-partner-violence-and-co-occurring-substance-abuse-addiction
http://www.asam.org/resources/publications/magazine/read/article/2014/10/06/intimate-partner-violence-and-co-occurring-substance-abuse-addiction
http://content2.marykayintouch.com/public/PWS_US/PDFs/company/2012Survey.pdf
http://thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/why-do-people-stay-in-abusive-relationships/
http://thehotline.org/is-this-abuse/why-do-people-stay-in-abusive-relationships/
http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NCDVTMH_NDVH_MHSUCoercionSurveyReport_2014-2.pdf
http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/NCDVTMH_NDVH_MHSUCoercionSurveyReport_2014-2.pdf



